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day.* In order, however, that one of them 
become established it is necessary that it occur 
frequently, that is, that the temptation to 
make it be very strong — that not only the 
meaning of the two originals be practically 
the same, but that the form , too, be very similar. 
It would hardly be possible for these condi- 
tions to be better met, in words of different 
origin, than in overhwelve and over helm ; they 
are surely better met than in M.H.G. uche 
'toad,'»«£: 'snake '->unke ' toad ' or 'snake.' 
It is also necessary that the form that the con- 
tamination assumes should not coincide with a 
word already in use ; hence, while ' cat ' may 
frequently arise out of cap and hat, it has no 
chance of persisting as a name for a covering 
for the head. 

George Hempl. 
University of Michigan. 



A MANUSCRIPT OF THE GOUVERNE- 
MENT DES ROIS. 

Readers of the Mod. Lang. Notes, and es- 
pecially Romance scholars, will be interested 
to know that a valuable Old-French MS., as- 
signed to the first half of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, is now in this country. It was purchased 
of Quaritch, in London, by Mr. John E. Kerr, 
Jr., of New York City, a gentleman deeply in- 
terested in Romance studies and a valued con- 
tributor to the Notes, though not a scholar by 
profession, and is one of the unique volumes 
in his remarkable Romance library. The MS. 
contains a complete copy and excellent text of 
Henry de Ganchi's unpublished French ver- 
sion of Egidio Colonna's famous treatise on the 
education of princes : ' De Regimine Princi- 
pum Libri Tres,' which was written for his 
royal pupil Philip, son of King Philip III. of 
France, hence prior to 1285. Egidio and his 
numerous writings form the subject of an ar- 
ticle of nearly one hundred and fifty pages, by 
F61ix Lajard in a recent volume (xxx) of the 
Histoire LittSraire de la France, and is thus 
brought once more nearer to the modern 
student. 

The Kerr MS. is a large folio volume of one 
hundred and six leaves; the writing — a doubles 

3 Paul's Principien, p. 13a ff.; Weringer : Vtrsprtchen und 
Vtrleun, p. 58 ff. 



colonnes — is clear and uniform throughout. 
The recto of the first leaf presents in a hand- 
somely illuminated initial the king, with crown 
and sceptre, on his throne ; standing before 
him is a man in black cowl, with tonsured head, 
who holds a volume in his left hand, the right 
being raised as if for exhortation ; numerous 
grotesque figures adorn the margins. — Below 
are given incipit and explicit. 

Tncipit: A son espetial seigneur n£delignie 
roial et sainte, 111011 seigneur Phelippe, ainz ne" 
fiz et oir mon seigneur Phelippe tres noble roi 
de France par la Grace de deu, frere Gile de' 
Romme, son clerc humble et devot, frere de 
l'ordre de saint Augustin, salut et quanqu'il 
puet de servise et de honneur. Le livre de 
governier les cit£s que Ten apele politique nos 
enseigne que toutes seignories ne durenf pas 
tant l'une comme l'autre. 

Explicit: Ci fine li livres du governement 
des rois et des princes que frere Gires de 
Romme de l'ordre de saint Augustin a fet. 
Lequel livre me^tre Henry de Ganchi par le 
commandement le noble roi Phelipede France 
a translated de latin en franceis. 

Throughout the work marginal glosses in 
French, English, and Latin are found. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Kerr, this 
manuscript was made the basis of a seminary 
course in the Romance Department of Colum- 
bia University. Later a complete transcription 
of the MS. was made by the undersigned, pre- 
paratory to an edition with notes which, it is 
hoped, will be published in the near future. 

S. P. Molenaer. 
Morristown, N. J. 



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
The Literary History of the American Revo- 
lution. By Moses Coit Tyler. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. New York and London : 
1897, Vol. 1. 
Professor Tyler is already well known to 
historical and literary students in his able work 
A History of American Literature during 
the Colonial Time, the history covering the 
period from 1607 to 1765. The book before us 
is the first of two volumes, 1 and takes up the 
record where Vol. II of the former work left 
it, embracing the years 1763-1776, the second 
volume to close in 1783. 
The author, in his Preface, calls the book 



1 The second volume is now- published. 



